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stand, but cannot share that desire. It is their hard
duty to smother sympathy, and to see that periods of
hospital treatment are restricted to the fewest possible
number of days. If figures afforded any proof, the
Medical Service in Egypt was hardly performing its
duty to the Empire in this direction. It was difficult
to believe that in the month of October 1915 the
percentage of officers discharged from hospital and
classified as Ai amounted to no more than 56. Either
the medical treatment must be faulty, or the Invaliding
Boards were over-indulgent. Nor was this all. The
number of officers and men sent home as unfit for
further service in the field was very large. It did not
require much perspicacity or knowledge of mankind
to perceive that the system of medical classification
was at fault, not the hospital treatment. There were
too many Invaliding Boards, and no standard of
physical fitness common to them all. The first step
was to abolish the Boards : the second to appoint
carefully selected medical officers to undertake the
classification of patients of every hospital.1 The new
brooms swept clean. Within twelve months the
percentage of officers classified on discharge from
hospital as A had risen to 82 : while that of officers
classified as B had sunk from 24 to 7. The reform did
not come a moment too soon.

1 No less than 117,000 rank and file from the military forces serving
in Egypt at one period or another came under the review of these
officers. In 1916 the percentage of soldiers evacuated from hospital
and classified A was as low as 72. Two years later it had risen to 92.
But towards the end of the War medical classification became so
intricate that no combatant officer could master its complexities.
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